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Artillorists of Baltimore, Capt. Kane.
Robinsoo, & juvenile corps.

Cﬁﬁ Antillerists, Capt.
o under the command of Gen. Cinwaransn,
United States Marines, -il‘}mpﬂnﬁﬂ band, unider Maj.

aptain Shuit.
Baltimore City Guurds, Lieutenant McDonald.
' independent Greys, of Baltimore, with their excellent band,

Fredericksburg f“"‘"’I (Va.) C
t

W,

National Blues of Washington, Caplain
Maryland Cadets, Captain Harris. 4

| Balimere Sharp Bhooters, with their excellent band, Captain

i Boson Light . io Clrks,
w s, of Georgetown, Captain Wright.

Mount mg::nhofﬁm (Va.) Lieut, Price.

‘Columbia Riflemen, of Baltimore, wilh their excellent band,

sptain Jackson.
in Tate.
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\ilat Bre Comapeny of Dasdarore acking hsi spla
v Fire C y more, hauli splen-
Suction, 'umﬂ men, each wearing a uniform cap,
the v L.

4 handsome appearance.
| * The Fire In was Tn charge of Mr. G. 8. Gideon,
as chief assisted by Mr. Jonas B. Ellis, of the Ana-

costia, Mr. John C. Whitwell, of the Columbia, Mr, Lepreux,
, of the Franklin, snd Mr. John D. Thompson, of the Per-

The Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

g the officérs and members of various Lodges,
in charge of Mr. Wm. F. Bayly and Mr. J. T. Towers.
Senators amd of Congress.

The Order of Red Men, under Mr. C. W. Boteler, r., as
marshal.

Delegations from the States,
‘Temperance Societies, under Mr. A. F. Cunningham, as mar-
shal, i of :

The Freemen's Vigilant Total Abstinence Society.
The Sons of T'emperance. '
Junior Brothers of Temperance.
Knights of T
Delegations of Temperance Socicties from different States.
A Car, bearing a large cask of cold water, inscribed ** Foun-
tain of Hulai;"
The Corporation of W ashington.
"The Washington Benevolent Society, with their handsome

banner.
% The German Bonevolent Society, with numerous banners.
] Literary Associatious.
| The Young Men's Baltimore Delegation, with a handsome
: gilk banner, representing Justice on one side, and in-
seribed on the other "Ym't. Men's Baltimore

Delegation
i . Citizens not delegates from States.
‘Carriage containing the venerable Mrs. Hamilton, her daugh-
. ter, Mrs. Holly, G. W. P. Custis, Esq., and
Gen. Walter Jones.

‘Carrisge containing the Speaker of the House of Representa-
. tives, orator of the day, Mayor of Washington, and the
Chairman of the Commitiee of Arrangements.
+‘Carrizge containing the Architect of the Monument, having
in charge the books and other articles to he deposited in the
corner-stone,
The Monument Society.
The Masonic Fraternity, in foll costume, headed by their
Marshal, J. homas.

Al
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| There was a grand display of Fireworks on Monument
. Bquare at night, prepared by Mr. Buows, the pyrotechnist.
' 'Oaoe of these displays, representing the Washington Monu-
ment, was appropriste and magnificent. The rockets and

~ other beautifal exhibitions of the pyrotechnic art, illuminated
tathe square in the most brilliant manner, while ten thousand
-gratified spectators demonstrated, by their loud and reiterated
Duoring their visit, the volunteer compauies, the firemen,

and strangers were hospitably eutertained by the volunteer
-companies, firemen, Corporate suthorities, and eitizens of
Washington and Georgetown. The conduct of all our visiters
was most exemplary., Nothing of a disorderly character oc-

ire | commemoration,

. | to the occasion.

the Corner-st the
o e e G

to Washington.

Pellow-Citizens of the United Statesy

We ure assembled to take the firat slep towards the fulfil-

ment of & long deferred obligation. In this cight-and-fortieth
year since his death, we have come together to lay the corner-
stous of a Nutional Monument to Waminaroy.
Other monuments to this illustrious person have long sgo
been erected. By not a few of the grest Btates of our Union,
by not a few of the great cities of our States, the chiselled
statue or the lofly column has been set up in his honer. The
highest art of the old world—of Fravce, of [taly, and of Eng-
lund, suecessively—has been 'put in requisition for the por-
pose. Houdon for Virginia, Caftova for North Curolins, Sir
Fraocis Chantiey for Massachuseits, bave severally signalized
their genius by portraying and perpetuating the form and fea-
tures of the Father of his Country.

Nor has the Congress of the Nation altogether failed of its
duty in this respect, ‘The massive and majestic figure which
presides over the precinets of the Capitol, and which seems
slmost in the act of challenging » new vow of allegiance to
the Constitution and the Upion from every one who ap-
proaches it, is  visible testimony—and one not the lees grate-
ful to an American eye es being the masterly production of a
native artist—that the Governmeant of the country hus not been
unmindful of what it owes to WasniNGTox.

One tribute to his memory is left o be rendered. One
Monument remainsto be reared. A monument which shall be-
speok the gratitude, not of Stales, or of Cities, or of Govera-
ments ; not of separate communities or of official bodies ; but
of the People, the whole People of the Nation—a National
monvment, erected. by the Citizens of the United States of
America,

Of such & monument we have come to lay the corner-stone
here and now. On this day, on this spot, in this presence,
and at this precise epoch in the history of our country and of
the world, we are about to commence this erowning work of

The day, the place, the witnesses, the period in the world's
history and in our own history—all; all are most appropriate

The day is appropriate, On this 4th day of Jaly—empha-
tically the people’s dny—we come moat fitly to acknowledge
the people’s debt to their first and grealest benefactor.

Wasniseron, indeed, had no immediate connexion with

the i act of the 4th of July, 1776. His signature did
not attest the Declaration of Independence. But the sword
by which thut independence was to be achieved was already at

hus side, ond already had -he struck the blow which rendered
that declgration inevitable.

“ Hostibus primo fugatis, Bostonium recuperatum,” is
the inscfiption on the medal which commemmates Wasbing-
ton's egrliest triumph. And when the British forces were
compeiled 1o evacuste Boston, on the 17th day of March,
1776, bloodless though the victory was, the question was ir-
revocably settled that independence, and not the mere redress
of gritvances, was 1o be the momentous stake of our colonial
siruggle.

Without the event of the 4th of July, it is true, Washing-
ton would huve found no adequate opening for that full career
of military and civil glory which has rendered him illustrious
forever. But it is equally true that without Washington, this
day could never have acquired that rennwn in the history of |
buman liberty, which now, above all! other days, it enjoys. ]
We may not esy that the man mede the day, or the day the
man ; but we may say that, by the blessing of God, they were
wade for each other, and both for the highest and most endur-
ing good of America and of the world.

The place is appropriate. We are on the banks of his own
beloved and beautiful Potomae. On one side of us, within &
few hours' sail, are the hallowed scenes amid which Wash-
ington spent all of his mature life, which was not devoted to
the public service of the country, and where still repose, in
their original resting-place, all that remained of him when life
was over. On the other side, and within our more immediate
view, is the Capitol of the Republic, standing on the site se-
lected by himself, and within whose walls the rights which he
vindicated, the principles which he established, the institu-
tions which he founded, have been, and are still to be, main-
tained, developed, and advanced.

The witnesses are appropriate, and such us eminently befit
the occasion. .

The Prosident of the United States is here, and feels, [ am
persuaded, that the official distinetion which he lends to the
scene has no higher personal charm, if any higher public dig-
nity, than that which it derives from its associations with his
earliest and most illagtriovs predecessor. ‘I hold the place
which Washington beld,” must be a reflection capable of sus-
taining a Chiel Magistrate under any and every weight of re-
sponsilility and care, and of elevating him to the pursait of
the purest and lofiiest ends.

Rep tives of foreign nations are hers, 1eady to besr

" .cured ; neither was there any accident of a seri to
‘mar the festivitics of the most anspicious and glorious festival
#hat ever was celebrated in the metropolis of the Union.

Among the hospitalitics which distinguished the snniversary,
we may menticn that the Messrs. WiLtanp, of the City Hotel,

. and Mr. Buiexwery, of the National, each entertsined a large
party of invited guests at dinoer in the evening. At the a1

! gor wore Mr. Bpeaker Wixraunor, Gen. Canwaransen, Col.
Max, Mr, Cosris, the Marshal of the day, Mr. J. H. Baan-
‘2xv, and other gontlemen who were counected with the pub-
Lic ceremonies of the day, several members of both Houses of
Oongress, and the Mayor and the Presidents of our City
Councils.

Mr, Brickwrt, of the National Hotel, nlso entertained

4 large portion of the valunteer companies yesterday aflernoon,

previous to theisdeparture by the cars. Mr. Blackwell's en-

* tertainment was samptoous and sbundant ; it was o rich and

| splendid fite, which did honor to that excellent and capacious
establishment.

———
| THE WHIG MEETING OF MONDAY EVENING.

y 10 a call from the Executive Commit-
tee of the * Central Rough and Ready Club,” of
this city, a respectable number of the cilizens of

- Washington assembled in front of the Club Room
_on Mouday evening last, At the request of those
. present, the meeting was addressed by Col. Woor-
1ev, of Kentucky, an intimate aequaintance and
friend of « Old Zach,” and by Hon, Joux L. Tav-
10w, of Ohio, Z. Corrins Lex, Esq. of Maryland,
and the Hon. Duprex Mawrvix, of New York, all
of whom presented the views and claims of the
great Whig party and their nominees to the support
»of the people of the cotntry in eloquent and forei-
«ble speeches,

Gen. Tavror, of Ohio, after alluding in very
“complimentary terms to the zeal, industry. and ef-
Aficiency of the Whigs of the Distriet of Columbia,
paid o well-marited tribute to the intelligence, public spirit,
‘and law-abiding character of her citizons. He alleged that,
“though they had no vote for members of Congress (r for Pre-
sident, they exerted a powerful infloence upon the elections in
the States, from their eentral povition, their means of informa-
tion, and their readiness o aid the Whig canwe of the coun-
2y ; and Fe nrged them, and all others present, to eonsecrate

effortd 1o elevats to the Presidency Zacmaur Tayrom,

Ahe trae Whig, the pure pairiot, the indomitable hero, and the
‘bonest man. He stated that ** old Rough snd Ready " had
‘been nominated by the people for the Presidency soon after
the news of tle great battle of Buena Vista reached them, by
{meetings of all parties ; and the Whig paperof his own town
in Ohio had thrown to the breezs the name of Zachary Tay-
or for President, more than fifleen months ago, and there,
‘from that day to this, his oame adorns the eolumns of that ad-
rmirable paper. The Convention lately beld at Philadelphin
‘was & mere certificate mostiog—ratifying, what the people had
wesolvedd to do long since.  He urged gentlemen from other
Staten o look wall 1o their interests in the coming éleetion,
assured the meoting that, as we could only judge of the

ture by the past, he would encourage them to rest assurs?
that Ohio would do ber duty, sod that, as she had given her
wolo for & Whig cendidate for Prewidant st three sucosssive
wlections, o wht, in 1836, 1840, and in 1844, w0 she woold
again oo (he side of fhe. in the
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witness to the priceless example which Americs has given to
the world, in the character of him whose feme has long since
ceased to be the property of any country or of any age.

The Vice President and Senate, the Heads of Departments,
the Judiciary, the Anthorities of the City and District, the Of
ficers of the army and navy and marines, from many a Seld and
many a flood of earlier and of later fawe; veterans of the line
and volumteers, fresh from. the scenes of trial and of triumph,
with swords already wreathed with myriles, which every pa-
triot prays may provess unfading as the laurels with which their
brows are bound ¢ all are here, eager to attest their reverence
for the memory cf one, whom statesmen and soldiers have
conspired in pronouncing o have been first alike in Peace and
in War.

The Representatives of the People are here ; and it is only
as their organ that [ have felt it jocumbent on me, in the
midst of cares and duties which would have formed an ample
apology for declining any other service, 1o say a few words on
this vceasion.  Coming bere in no officia! capacity, I yet feel
that [ bring with me the sanction not merely of the Represen-
tatives of the People, but of the People themselves, for sll that
I can sy, snd for much more than [ can say, in honor of
Washington,

And, indeed, the People themselves aro here ; in masses
such e never before were seen within the shadows of the
Capitl—a clogd of witnesses—io bring their own heartfolt
testimony to the occasion. From ull the Siates of the Union +
from all political parties ; from all professions and occupations ;
men of all sorts and conditions, and those before whom men
of all rorts and conditions bow, aslending the chief ornament
and grace to every scene of lifes the people, as individus!
citizans, and in every variety of sssocistion, military and ma-
sonic, moral, collegiate, and charitable, Rechabites snd Red
Men, Bons of Temperance and Firewesn, United Brothers and
0dd Fellows; the peopls have come up this duy to the
temple gates of a common and glorious. republic, to fraternize
with each other in a fresh act of homage to the memory of
the man, who was, and in, and will forever be, ** first in the
hearts of his countrymen !”  Welcuma, , Americans
all! *The name of which belongs to you in your
national capacity, (1 borrow the wordsof Washington himeelf, )

| it

work's bistory, aad i o6t o histay, which impaste o (is

occugion an interest and an importance which cannot easily be
over-estimated. .

I can make but the merest to the mighty move-
ments which have recently ‘taken place on the eontineut of
Europe—where events which would have given characier 1o
an age have been crowded within the changes of a moon,

Intereating, intensely interesting, as these events have been
@ all who have witnessed them, they have been tenfold more
interesting to Americaus, We see in them the infiuence of
our own institutions, We behold in themn the results of our
own exsmple. We recognise them us the spontaneous ger-
minstion and growth of seeds which have been wafted over
the ocean, for balf a century past, from our own original Lib-
orty Tree !

The distinguished writer of the declaration which made this
day memorable, was full of upprehensions as to the influence
of the Old World upon the New. He even wished, on one
oceasion, that ** an ocean of fire”’ might roll between America
and Europe, 10 cut off and consume those serpent fascinations
und seductions which were to corrupt, if not to strangle out-
right, our infant freedom in its eradle.

‘Doubtless these were no idle fears at the time, Doublless
there are dangers still, which might almost seem to have justi-
fied such a wish. But it is plain that the currents of political
influence thus far have run deepest and strongest in the op-
posite direction. The influence of the new world upon the
old is the great moral of the eveats of the day.

Mr. Jefferson’s *ocean of fire” bas, indeed, been almost
realized. A tremeéndous enginery has covered the sea with
smoke and flame. ‘T'he fiery dragon has ceased 1o be a fuble.
The inspired description of Leviathan is fulfilled to the letter.
€ Out of his mouth go burning lnmps, and sparks of fire leap
*out. Out of his nostrils goeth smoke, as out of a seething
¢ pot or caldron. His breath kindleth conls, and s flame
¢ goeth oot of his mouth. He maketh the deep to boil like a
€ pot ; he maketh the sea like a pot of cintment.”

But the Saint George of modern civilization and science,
instend of slaying the dragon, has subdued him to the yoke,
and broken him into the service of mankind.’ The ocean of
fire has only fucilitated the intercourse which it wasinvoked to
destroy.  And the resalt is before the world.

New modes of communication, regular and more rapid in-
terchanges of information and opinion, freer and more frequent
comparisons of principles, of institutions, and of conditions,
have at length brought the political systenos of the two conti-
nents into conflict ; and prosirate thrones and reeling empires
this day bear witness to the shock !

Yes, fellow-citizens, (if T may be allowed the figure,) the
great upward and downward truins on the track of human
freedom have at lsst come into colliion! It is 100 early as
yet for any one to pronotines vpon the precise consequences
of the encounter. But we can see at a glance what engines
have been shattered, and what engineers have been dashed
from their seats. W can see, oo, that the great American-
built locomotive * Liberty " still holds on its course, wnim-
peded and unimpaired ; gathering strength as it goes ; devel-
oping new energies Lo meet new exigencies ; and bearing along
its imperial train of twenty millions of people with a speed
which knows no parallel.

Nor can we fail to see that men are every where beginning to
examine the model of this mighty engine, and that not a few
bave already begun to copy its construction and to imitate its
machinery. The great doctrines of our own Revolution, that
“‘all men are created equal ; that they are endowed by their
¢ Creator with certain inalienable rights ; that among these
“ are life, liberty, and the pursuit of bappiness ; that to secure
¢ these rights Governments are instituted among mer, deriv-
¢ ing their just powers from the consent of the governed ; that
¢ whenever sny form of Government becomes destructive of
“ these ends it in (he right of the people to alter or to sbolish
1o institute a new Governwent, laying its foundation
principles and organizing its powers in such form
shall seem most likely to effect their safety and
" these fundamental maxims of the rights of
imed as emphatically this day in Paris as they
were seventy-iwo years ago this day in Philadelphia.

Americen opinions and American principles.
vocal with them., Every mountain hath found s

—— Sonitum toto Germania calo
Audiit, et insolitis tremuerunt motibus Alpes.

Every where the people are heard calling their rulers to ac-
count and holding them to a just responsibility. Every wheeo
the cry is raised for the eloctive franchise, the trial by jury,
the freedom of the press, wrilten constitations, representative
systams, republican forms.

In some cases most fortanately the rulers themselves have
not escaped some seasonable symptoms of the pervading fervor
for freedom, and bave nobly soticipsted the demands of their
subjects. To the sovereign Pontiff of the Roman States in
particular belongs the honor of having led the way in the great
movement of the day, and no Ametican will withhold from
him a cordial tribate of respect and admiration for whatever
he has done or designed jor the regenerstion of Italy. Glo-
rious indeed on the page of history will be the name of Pius
IX., if the rise of another Rome shall be traced to his wise and
liberal policy. Yet not less truly glorious, if his own au-
thority sbould Jate its decline 1o his noble refusal to lend his
spostolical sanction to & war of

For lialy, however, and for France, and for the whole Ev-
ropean world alike, & great work still remains. A rational,
practical, enduring liberty cannot be scquired in a paroxysm,
eannot be established by a proclamation. It is not, our own
history proves that it is not

“The hasty prodect of a day,
But the well-ripened fruit of wise dalsy.”

The redress of a few crying grievances, the reform of a few
glaring abuses, the banishment of & minister, the burning of a
throne, the overthrow of a dynasty, these are byt scanty pre-
parations for the mighty undertaking upon which they have
enteréd. New systems sre to be constructed ; new forms o
be established ; new Governments to be instituted, orgamized,
and administercd, upon principles which shall reconcile the
seeming conflict between liberty and law, and secure to every
one the enjoyment of regulated constitutional freedom.

And it i» at this moment, fellow-citizens, when this vast
labor is about to be commenced, when the files of the Old
World are searched in vain for precedents, and the file-leadems
of the Okl World are looked o in vain for pioneers, and when
all eyes are strained to find the men, to find the man, who is
sufficiont for these things, it is at such a moment that we wure
assembled on this pinnacle of the American Repablic—I might
almost say by some Divine impulse and direction—to hold up

racter and example of George Washington.

Lt us contemplate that character und that example for a
moment, and soe whother there be any thing in all the tres-
sures of our country’s fame, | do not sy merely of equal in-
trinsic value, but of such eminent sdaptation 1o the exigencies
of the time and the immediate wants of the world.

I will enter into no details of his personal history. Wash-
ington's birthduy is a Nationsl Festival. His whole life, boy-
hood and manhood, has been learned by beart by us all. Who

must always exalt the just pride of patriotien more than any
appeliation derived from locul discriminations,” |
Nor ean 1 foel, follow-citizens, that I have yot made men- |
tion of all who are with us at this hour.  Which of us does |
not realize that unseen witnesses ure around ge? Think ye
that the little band, whose feebls forms are spared to bless
our sight once more, are all of the army of Washingten, who |
are uniting with us in this tribute ol reverence for his memory’ |
Wnuhwmﬂbﬂu hmm:;,
who stood around bim in war and in pesce, are altogether
absent from a scone like this’  Adame and Jefferson, joint-
authors of the Declaration, by whowe lives and deaths this
day has been doubly hallowed : Hamilton and Madison, joint |
framers of the Constitution, present, visibly present, in the
veneratad porsons of those noarest and dearest 19 them in life;
Marshsll, under whose nuspices the work befors us was pro-
jocted, and whose classic pen bad aiready canstructed a monu-
ment o hiw illustrious eompeer and {riend more durable than |
-ﬁbwgmclltmm.l!‘ﬂ'ﬂ_lm‘fq.'
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[ dinna at fifteen paces, at the next wrecked upon a raft Amid

| perately

knows not that he was a sel-made man ! Who knows not
that the only edacation which he enjoyed was that of the com-
mon schools of Virginia, which, at that day, were of the very
commonest sort!  Who remembers not those extraordinary
youthful adventures, by which he was trained up to the great
work of his destiny * Who remembers not the labors and
exposures which be encoumtered as a land surveyor, at the
Mfupdﬂlm’“? Whohllmll.'ﬂhd
his journey of forty-one days and five bundred and sixty
miles, from Willinmsbarg 1o French Creek, when sent, st the
age of only twenty-one, as commissioner from Gov. Dinwid-
die, to demand of the French forces their authority for inve-
ding the King's dominions ’ Who has not followed him, a
hundred times, with breathless snxiety, ns he threads his way
through that pathless wilderness, at one moment fired at by In-

snow and ice, and subjected throughout to every danger which
treacherous elements ot still more treacherots enemies could
involva ! Who has forgotten his bardly Jess miraculoos ss-
enpe, o fow yoars later, on the banks of the Monongshels,
when foremost in that fearful fight, hie was the only mounted
officer of the British troops who was not either killed or des-

Let me not gpeak d‘*m as & merely solf-mada
man. There were infinences employed in moulding vod ma-

ashiington him-
self to his vemersied parent witer Braddock's defeat,’** I have
« been protected beyond all human probability or expétafion ;
¢ for | bad four bullets through my coat' and two horessshot
‘unhmi,ﬂlﬂﬂpﬁm:malﬂwm“hl\?'
¢ ling my companions on every side of me.” Well did thé”
eloquent pastor of & neighboring parish, on his return, ** point’
“out to the public that beroic youth, Colone! Washing-
« ton, whom .‘"" he) I cannot but hope Providence ‘has hith-
¢ erto preserved iu so signal o manner for some important ser-
* vice to the eountry.”

And not less natural or less striking was the testimony of
the Indian chief who told Washington, fifleen years after-
wards, *“that st the batte of the Monongahela he had sin-
* gled him out 88 u conspicuous objeet, had fired his rifle at
* him many times, and directed bis young warriors to do the
“ same, but that, to his utter astonishment, none of their
“balls took effect; that he was then persusded that the
* youthful Kero was under the special guardiansbip of the
* Great Bﬁ.ﬂ, and immedistely ceased to fire st him ; and
¢ that he was now come to pay homage to the man who was
¢ the particular favoritc of Heaven, and who could never die
* in battle.” i

Our Revolutionary fathers had many causes for adoring
the invisible hand by which they were guided and guarded in
their great struggle for liberty ; but none, nene stronger than
Fthis providential preparation and preservation of their destined
Chiel. Be it ours 1o prolong that unthem of gratitude which
msy no more be heard fiom their mute lips : * The grave
¢ cannot praise Thee ; death cannot celebrate Thee ; but the
¢ living, the living, they shall praise Thee, as we do this
(d.,!!?

Of the public sorvices of WasarxorTox to our own coun-
try, for which be was thus prepared and preserved, it is
enough to say that in the three great epochs of our national
history he stands ‘forth pre-eminent and peerless, the master-
spirit of the time.

In the war of the Revolution we see him the leader of our
armies.

In the formation of the Constitution we see him the Presi-
dent of our Councils.

In the orgapization of the Federal Government we see him
the Chief Magistrate of our Republic.

Indeed, from the memorable day when, under the unheard
but by no means inauspicious salate of both British and Ame-
rican batteries, engaged in no holyday exercise on Bunker
Hill, it was unanimously resolved that George Washington,
having been chosen eommander-in-chief of such forces as are
or shall be raised for the maintenance and preservation of
Atnerican liberty, *¢this Congress doth now declare that they
* will maintain and’ assist him, and adhere to him, the said
¢ Gieorge Washington, with their lives and fortunes in the
¢ same cause;” from this ever-memorable 17th of June,
1775—a day ou which (ms bad been well said) Providence

us 8 Warren gave us & Washington—to the 14th day of De-
cember, 1799, when he died, we shall search the annals of
our land in vain for any important scene in which he was any
thing less than the principal figure.

It is, however, the character of Washington, and not the
mere part which he played, which we would hold up this day
to the world as worthy of endless and universal commemora-
tion. The highest official distinctions may be enjoyed, and
the most important public services rendered, by men whose
lives will not endure examination. It is the glory of Wash-
ington that the virtues of the man outshone even the brilliancy
of his acts, and that the results which he sccomplished were |
only the legitimate exemplifications of the principles which |
he professed and cherished.

In the whole history of the world it may be doubted whether
any man can be found who has exerted a more controlling
influence over men and over eveuts than George Washington.
To what did be owe that influence > How did he win, how
did he wield, that magic power, that majestic authority, over
the minds and bearts of his countrymen and of mankind ?
In what did the power of Washington consist ?

It was not the power of vast learning or varied scquirements.
He made no pretensions to scholarship, and had no opporto=
nitios for extensive reading.

It was pot the power of sparkling wit or glowing rhetoric.
Though long associated with deliberative bodies, he never
made a set speech in his life, nor ever mingled in a stormy
debate.

It was not the power of personal fascination. There was
little wbout him ‘of that gracious affability which sometimes
lends such resistless sttraction to men of commanding posi-
tion. His august presence inspired more of awe than of
sffection, and bis friends, pumerous and devoted us they were,
wete bound to him rather by ties of respect than of love.

It was not the power of & daring and desperate spirit of
hewic adventure, **If [ ever said #0,” replied Washington,
when asked whether he bad ssid that there was something
charming in the sound of a whistling ballet ; ““if [ ever suid
#0, it was when 1 was young.” He hod no passion for mere
explite.  He sought no bubble reputation in the cannon's
mouth. 'With & courage never guestioned, and equal to every
exigency, he had yet ‘' wisdom which did guide his valor
10 act in safety.” '

In what, then, did the power of Washington consist ?
When Patrick Henry returned home from the first sontinen-
tal Congress, and was asked who was the greatest man in
that body, be replied : ** If you speak of eloquence, Mr. Rat-
ledge, of Bouth Carolina, is the greatest orator ; but if you
speak of solid information and sound judgment, Col. Wash-
ington is by far the greawst man on that floor.”

When, fifteen years earlier, Washington, st the close of
the French war, took his seat for the first time in the House
of Burgesses of Virginia, and a vote of thanks was presented
to him for his military services to the Colony, his hesitation
and embarrassment were relieved by the Speaker, who ssid,
“* 8it down, Mr. Washington, your modesty equals your va-
lor ; and that surpasses the power of any langusge that I
poesess. ™

But it was not solid information or sound judgment, or
even that rare combination of surpassing modesty and valor,
greal as these qunlities are, which gave Washingion such =
| hold on the regard, respect, and confidence of the American
people. T hazard nothing in saying that it wae the high
moral elemants of his character which imparted o il its pre-
 ponderating foree.  Hir incorroptible honesty, his uncompro-
| mising trath; bis devout reliance on God, the purity of his
| life, the scrapulousness of his conacience, the disinterested-
his bumanity, generosity, and justice—
these wore the ingredients which, blending harmoniously with

|

kept an even balance with the cause, and while it took from |

. e i
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partisan office-seekery or partisan officebolders ! Who ever
pictures him canvassing for votes, dealing out proscription, or
doling out patronage

| “No part of my duty,” wrote Washington to Governor
Bowdoin, in a letter, the still unpublished original of
wwhich is & precious inheritance of my own: “No part
“of my duty wiill be more delicate, snd in many instances
' * more unpleasant, than that of nominating and
‘ing persons to offiee. Jt will undoubledly happen that
fibere will be several candidates for the wame office,
#“whose pretensions, abilities, and integrity may be nearly
“equal, and who will come forwurd so equally supported in
* every respect s almost (o require the aid of supernatural in-
¢ twitiont to fix upon the right, T'shall, however, in all events,
¢ have the satisfaction to reflect that I entered upon my admi-
¢ nistration uncontined by u single engagemen!, uninfluenced
¢ by any ties of blood or friendship, and with the best inten~
“tion and fullest determination to vominate to office those
¢ persona only who, upon every consideration, wore the most

* fanctions t the interest and credit of the Americun Union ;
“if such characters could be found by my exploring every
“avenue of infurmdtion respecting their merits and preten-
¢ sions that it was in my power to obtain.”

And there was as little of the vulgar hero sbout him, as
‘there was of the meve politician. At the head of a victorions
army, of which he was the idol—an army too often pro-
Yoked to the very verge of muliny by the neglect of an
inefficient Government—we find him the coustant coun-
sellor of subordinstion and submission to the civil autho-
rity, With the sword of a conqueror at his side, we
find bim the unceasing advocate of pesce. Repestediy in-
vested with more than the power of a Roman dictator, we see
him receiving that power with reluctance, employing it with
the utmost moderation, and eagerly embrucing the esrliest op-
portuuity to resign it. The offer of a Crown could not, did
not, tempt him for an instant from his allegiance lo liberty.
He mejected it with indignation snd abhorrence, and proceeded
to. devote all his energies and all bis influence, all his popu-
larity and all his ability, to the establishment of that Republi-
can System, of which he was from first to last the uncompro-
mising advocate, and with the ultimate success of which he
believed the best intereats of America and of the world were
inseparably connected.

Itis thus that,in contemplating the character of Washing-
ton, the offices which he lield, the acts which he performed,
his successes s a staterman, his triumphs as a soldier, almost
fade from our sight. It is not the Washington of the Dela-
ware, or the Brandywine, of Germantown or of Monmouth ;
it'is not Washington, the President of the Convention, or
the President of the republic, which we admire. We cast our
eyes over his life, not to be dazzled by the meteoric lustre of
particular passages, but 1o behold its whole psthway radiant,
radiant every where, with the true glory of & just, conscien-
tions, consummate man' Of bim we feel it 0 be no
exaggeration to say that

““all the ends he aimed at
~ Were his Country’s, his God's, and Truth’s.”
Of him we feel it to be no exaggeration to say, that he stands
upon the page of history the great modern illustration and ex-
ample of that exquisite and Divine piecept, which fell from the
lips of the dying Monarch of Israel—

¢ He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear
of God ;

“* And be shall be as the light of the morning when the sun
riseth, even 8 moring without clouds !™

And now, fellow-citizens, it is this incomparable and trans-
eendant character, witich America, on this occasion, holds up
afresh to the sdmiration of mankind. Believing it 1o be the
only character which could have carried us safely through our
own Revolutionary struggles, we present it, especiully, this
day, to the wistful gaze of convulsed and distracted Europe.

+ '—I“ vl a b R

, ¢ deserving, and who would probubly execute their several |,

May we not hope that there may be kindred spirits over the
sea, upon whom the example may impress itself, till they shall

and to behold here, in the mingled moderation and courage,

principle; wisdom, valor, self-denial, and self.devotion of eur
Washington, the express image of the man, the only man, for
their occasion ?
Daphni, quid =i m su
T S
Let us rejoice thet our call is anticipated. W ashington is
no new name 10 Eorope. His star has beea seen in every
sky, and wise men. every where bave done it bomage. To
what other merely human being, indeed, has such homage
ever before or since heen rendered ;
“I have a large acquaintance among the moet valuable and

be inflamed with a noble rage to follow it # anﬂtu]li
upon them to turn from a vain reliance upon their old idols, |
| Republic is the true monument to Washington. Maintain its
in the combined piety and patriotism, in the hlended virtue, | Independence. Uphold'ite Constitution. Preserve its Union. -
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But above all and before ail in the heart of W ashidppn
was the union of the States ; and no opportuslty wes ever
omitted by him, 0 impress upon bis fellow-citizens the pro-
found sense which he entertained of its vital at
once to their prosparity and their liberty.

In that incomparable address in which he bade farewell to
his coustrymen at the close of his Presidentinl sewvice, he

appoiat- | touched upon many other topics with the sarnestness of s sin-

cere conviction. He called upon them, in solemn terms, to
“*charish public credit " to “ observe good faith and justice
towands all nations ;" avoiding both * inveterate antipathies
and pessiooate auachimnents” towards any ; to mitigate and
assange the unquenchable fire of party spicit, “lest, instead
of warming, it should consume ;" 1o abstain from ** chatac-
werizing parties by geographical distinctions  **to promote in-
stitutions for the genersl dilivsion of knowledge ;" to respect
and uphold “Mkhaaﬂmu&,;hwﬁhd“_

imluppm-, those firmest props of the duties of wen and

of citizans.”

But what can exceed, what can equal the accumulated
intensity of thought and of expression with which he calls
upon them to cling to the union of the States. It is
“of infinite moment," says he, in language which we ought
never Lo be weary of hearing or of repeatiug, * that you should
¢ properly estimate the immense value of your National Union
‘ to your colleciive and individusl bappiness; that you should
¢ cherisfi u cordial, babitua!, immovable attachment to it, se-
¢ eustoming yourselves to think and speak of it us of the pal-
‘ladium of your political safety and prosperity ; watching for
“its preservation with jealous anxiety ; discountenancing what-
‘ever may suggest even a suspicion that it can, in any event,
‘be abanidoned ; and indiguantly frowning upon the first
¢ dawning of every sitempt to slienate any portion of our coun-
‘try from the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now
“link together the various parts,”

The Union, the Union in any event, was thus the senti-
ment of Washington. The Union, the Union in any event,
let it be our sentiment this day !

Yes, to-day, fellow-citizens, at the very moment when the
extension of our boundaries and the multiplication of our ter-
ritorien are producing, directly and indirectly, among the dif-
ferent members of our- political system, 80 many marked and
mourned centrifugal tendencies, let us seize this occasion to
renew to each other our vows of .allegiance snd devotion to
the American Union, and let us recognise in our common title
to the name and the fume of Washington, and in our common
veneration for his example and his advice, the all-sufficient
of our confederacy in one glorious constallation forever! Let
the column which we are about to cofistruet'be atonce a pledge
and an emblem of perpetusl union? Let the foundations be
Inid, let the superstructure be built up and cemented, let esch
stonie be raised nnd riveted, in'a epirit of national brotherhood!
And may the earliest ray of the rising sun—till that sun shall
set to rise no more—draw forth from it daily, as from the
fabled statue of antiquity, a strain of national harmony, which
shall strike a responsive chord in every heart throughout the
Republic ! :

Proceed, then, fellow-citizons, with the work for which you
have sssembled ! Lay the corner-stone of & monument
which shall adequateiy bespeak the gratitude of the whole
Ametican People 10 the illustrious Father of his Country !
Build it to the skies ; you cannot outreach the loftiness of his
principles ! Found it vpon the massive and eternal rock ;
you cannot make it more enduring than bis fame ! ‘Constroct
it of the peerless Paridn marble ; you eannot make it purer
than his life ! Exbavst upon it the rules and principles of
mdumnndorudcrnm;yummhhmpmpa-
tionate than bis character !

But jet not your bomage to his memory end here. Think
not 1o transfer to o tablet or a column the tribute which is
due from yourselves. Just honor o Washington can only be
rendered by observing his precepts and imitating bis example.
Similiiudine decoremus. He has built his own monument.
We and those who come after us in successive generations
ae its appoinled, its privileged guardmns. This wide-spreed

Defend its Liberty. Let it stand before the world in all its
original strength and beauty, securing peace, order, equality,
and freedom o sll within its boundaries, and shedding light,
out the world ; and Washington needs no other monument.
Other structures may fitly testify our veneration for him ; this,
this alone cun sdequately illustrate his services to mankind.

Nor does he need even this. = The Republic may perish ;
the wide arch of our ranged Union may fall ; star by star its
gloties may expire; stone by stone its colcmns and its capitol
may moulder and cramble ; all other names which adorn ite

ful reverence.”

“ lustrious man !" said Fox of him, in the British House
of Commons in 1794, ** deriving bonor less from the splendor
of his situation than from the dignity of his mind ; before whom
all borrowed grestness sinks into insignificance, and all the
potentates of Evrope become little and contemptible.”

¢ Washington is dead I"* proclaimed Napolcon, on hearing
of the event.  * This great man fought agsinst tyranny ; he
established the liberty of his country. His memory will be
always dear to the French people, as it will be to all froe men
of the two worlkds,”

‘It will be the daty of the historian and the sage in all
ages,” says Lord Broughhm, ‘“ 10 let no occasien pass of com-
memarsting this illustrious man ; and, antil time shall be no
more, will a test of the progress which our race has made in
wisdom and virtae be derived from the veneration paid to the |
immortal name of Washington.'

** Ooe thing is certain, " seys Guizot—** one thing is certain :
that which Washington did— the founding of s free Govern.
ment, by order and peace, st the close of the Revolution—no
other policy than his could have accomplished. "

And later, better still : ** Efface henceforth the name of
Machiavel,” mid Lamartine, within & fow weekd past, in his
reply to the ltalian sssociation— ! efface henceforth the name
of Machiavel from your titles of glory, and substitute for it the
name of Washington ; thet is the one which should now be
proclaimed ; that is the name of modern liberniy. It is no
longer the name of a politician or a that is required

ol

it is that of & man, the most Jisinterestad, the most devoted to
the people. This is the man required by liberty. The want
of the age is a European Washington '"

And who shall supply that want bat he who so vividly re=
alizes it ' Enthusisstic, eloquent, sdmirable Lamartipe !
Though the magic wires may even now be trembling with the
tidings of his downfall, we will not yet quite despair of him.
Go on in the bigh career to which you have been ealled !
Fall in it, if it most be so ; but fall not, falter not, from it !

solid information and sound judgment and a valor only equal-
led by his modesty, made up a character to which the world |
may be fearlessly ehallenged for a parallel. [

# Labor to keap alive in your breast that little spark of co- |
lestial fire, - " was one of a series of maxims which
‘Washington or copied hhimmwhnnliny.’
His rigil sdherens to principle, his steadfast discharge of
daty, his utter abanlonment of solf, his unreserved dfm'uml'
to whatever MM committed 1o his eare, atiest the
more than vestal vigil with which he obeyed that maxim. |
He kept alive that apark’ He mnde it shine before men. Ho |
kindled it into  flsme ‘which illumined his whole life. No
oceasion was 80 momentous, no circumstances so minute, a<to
absolve him from
explanation in his needunt book, in regard to the expenses of |
hiw wife's annual visit % the camp during the revolotinary |
exigencics of his counly had cost him, farnishes a charming |
ﬂmﬁmdhﬁwtm The fact that every
rel of flour which bote: the beand of ** George Washington, |
Mount Vernon,” was from the otherwise uniform |
ingpection in the WestIndia ports— that neme being regarded |
a4 an ample gusranty of the quality and quantity of any arti- |
cle to which it wan —supplies & not lem striking proof

Pickoting, and Morris ; Schuyler and Patnem, Stark snd Pres-
#lle ; companions, counsellors, supporters, of
h*‘.nhﬂm*m“

wnd fesl that we do them no wrong in Nasoidd
ﬂ&wwu_mr" ac

Bt it is the precise epoch at which we have arrived in the

king him, far, far above his own control. Bereft of his father

ever amsocistes him with the petty wrts and pitiful intrigues of

Imitate the character you have #o nobly appreciated ' - Fulfil
the pledges you bave s gloriously given ! Plead mill against
the banner of bload |  Strive still against the reign of lerror *
Aim still
“* By winning words to conquer willing hearts,
And make persussion de the work of fear 1"
May u gallant and generous people second you, and the Power
which preserved Washiogton sustain you, until you have se-
cured peace, order, freecdom 10 your country !
* 8i qua fata aspern rumpas,
Ta Marcsilus eris.”
Bun, fellow citizens, while we thus commend the character
and of Washington to others, let us not forget to

its guiding ray. The marginal | kmitate it ourselves. 1 have spoken of the preciss period | T, the mont exeellent

which we have resched in our own history, as well as in that

exalied classes of men,” wrote Erskine to Washington him- | aunais may be forgotten ; but as Jong as human hearts shall
self, *“ but you are the only being for whom I ever felt an aw- | a0y Where pant, or huian tongues shall any where plead, for

a true, rationsl, comstitutional liberty, those hearts shall en-
shrine the memory, and those tongues prolong the fame, of
Gronox Wassixoros !

—————

NAUTICAL.

Owsenvarony, Wasursorow, Jurr 1, 1848,

In the Uniou’s notice of the 28th, respecting the'new routs
to Rio and the Plymouth’s passage, it is stated that * feo™
other vessels miled for Rio about the same time ; that they
went the old route, and the Plymouth beat s excspt one.
The **fuwo™ should bave been Txx.

The Plymoath had the **wind and current” charts on
board, and took the uew routsto Rio which has been discover-
od by means of them. The ten other vessels all pursued the
old route, and all except one had u longer passage than the
Plymouth : thus showing, in this instance st least, the relative
sdvantages between the iwo routes to be as teri 1 one in favor
of the new route.

The barque Gallego sailed from the Capes of Virginis two
days after the United States steamer Alleghany, which latter,
also, had a copy of these charts, and made the passage chiefly
under canvass slone. The Alleghany imtended to try the
vew route, but she mistook it by bugging a southwest wind
in latitude 35, and full to lseward of the tireat Circle in the
rogion of the trades. In this position she resolved to aban-
don the Great Circle and stood back to the northward, cross-
ing in laiitude 29° N., where Gallego bad been ten days
before. .

The Gallego took the old route, and when the Alleghany
recrosssd Ber track in 19° N, the Gallego had passed 6o thir-
teen days before. But, instead of standing to the eastward,
as vessels when hereabouts usually do, and as the Gallego did,
she Alleghany stuck to the west of the ususl tracks, as the
charte show she should have dane ; and, theugh the Gallego
had now gained on her fifteen days, sho passed Gallego befora
reaching Rio.

Respectfully, &e. |

T the Bditors of the National

M. F. MAURY.
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FROM THE NEW ORLEANS DAILY CREBCENT.

Niws! Nyws'—Ricusa Yor ' —<We bave received
the following important intelligence from Yucatan, sontsin
ed in the Boletin Oficial, of "Medids. Tt will by seen by
this that Yueatan is sfe. [t has 00w the prospect of » speedy
deliverance from its barbarian fpes. . The Boletin syn that
the defiverance of the peninsula is escdned by the a'd which
will be afforded by the American Congress ind Gen. Dixon.
We translate the following H‘.,w contains infurmation
entirely new to our citizens :

AR v o T

D.

of the world st large, s giving something of peculinr interost

war, -i:hhi-m.“-rnh"-lf-m"-hkhh‘blﬁlmw which we are engaged. T may not, [ o

will not disturb the harmony of the scene before me by the |

bar- | slightest allusion of & party character. The circumetances of | *

the occasion forbid it ; the associntions of the day forbid it ; |

it { my owh feclings revolt from it. But I may ray, T must
=ay, and every one within the sound of my voice will sustain

Jery in Vers Crux, which
the charaetér of him in whose honor we are sssembled forbids | forn
| @
1y join you to xid
-~

in waying, that there has heea no moment since *‘*-::{:‘"hm

“New Ohtaxss, Mar 94, 1844,
“ Howomanue Sin : [ hasten before i
the Wl fdrodusel Y lgrers toe o208 oF Vo

which has already passed the Senate, and will s00n becomey
of artile

e,
‘ll have now five hundred volunteers and »
awnit for

:bzm‘-'v-tl = leaye New

abwed
hy. Wi
Tnge my.‘
Fortify the

five.

that his exaciness was avery where nnderstood. toq ‘was among us, when it war more important than | g 1y the Amerioats
Every body saw that Washington sooght nothing for himeolf, | st this' moment that the two grest leading M‘hf --<J.'.m...

Every body knew that nothing to personal o ts | policy shietild be remembered and cherished, ' s g d

party ends.  Henes, w iofluence, the matchlos sway wee, firs, the most complete, candial, and | *' "\ um, with the grestewt

which he exercised over ol as him. ** He was tho only | | ' hd&&nnduﬂh“mi

“man in the, United possersed ihe eonfidence of *eparation aad disestanglement of our own eount from ol  Commabder a !

*all, (waid Thomas “there was no other one who | other countyies. m““mm‘ na-mfw:i.h P

“ was considersd bre than u party Teader.” trafiey fowanls others, and peace, peacs, domedtic pesce and White's Sstablidonent, tn' R mw :L_:

" Who ever (hinks ¥ton as 2 mere pelitician© Who | foreigh Pedc, s the rowult ; this was the chosen and eonrunt- | g niretoan years, was i B by the bursting of &
mate poliey of the Father of his Ceuntry. j.d.m-mh..



